Assessment of Farmborough assets 2014

Farmborough is a rural parish set within the Green Belt and this extensive open space makes
up the vast majority of the Parish's land.

This aspect of the character of Farmborough Parish, as demonstrated by the results of the
2012 Community Plan Questionnaire, is by far the single most important asset to its
residents.

Farmborough Parish comprises the central village of Farmborough which is connected
westwards via the A39 to the area known as Cold Bath and the smaller hamlet of Hobbs
Wall. There are as well as a number of individual farmsteads and small collections of
dwellings spread across the Parish.

Farmborough’s history as a manor is clearly traceable for close on a thousand years. The
village formed part of the Hunstrete Estate which has a long lineage from King Athelstan in
963AD to the Popham family who held it for over 350 years.

Parish setting and outer regions
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1 - Farmborough Common 2 - Blackberry Hill

A dominant hill overlooking the east of the This hill dominates the landmark views to
village. Sometimes incorrectly known as one | the western side of the village above Hobbs
tree hill because of the single (or is that two? | Wall.

trees) on its brow.
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3 - Landmark views to the hills of Bath
Looking east from the village along the
length of the valley containing the Conygyre
Brook.

4 - Landmark views across fields to the north

5 - Landmark views of The Sleight

In the south of the village, this dominant
ridge and the open fields leading to it
provide a sense of openness and the feel of
rural living.

6 - Kingwell Hall (and associated dwellings
and farm)

Built in 1840 by George Scobell, high sheriff
of Somerset. The property was destroyed by
fire and then demolished in the mid 20th
century. In its place stands the handsome
Coach House, reached by a long drive
through the grounds of the Hall.

7 - Outcrop at the allotments
A noted outcrop/escarpment within the land
defined at the Parish Allotments

Footpaths: The Parish is criss-crossed by a
number of well used Public Rights of Way.
Hikers, dog walkers, horse riders, cyclists
make regular use of these assets.

Farmborough Village

The first mention of the village of Farmborough is found in an Anglo-Saxon Charter of
901AD where it is referred to as “Fearenbergas”. In the Doomsday Book it appears as

“Ferenberge”, a name probably derived from the Anglo-Saxon word for a stronghold.
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1 - The Manor House (Grade Il Listed)
Built by Alexander Popham of the Hunstrete
Estate in 1667.

2 - The Memorial Hall
Build in 1965 to commemorate those who
lost their lives in the Second World War.
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3 - All Saints Church (Grade II* Listed)

The Church of All Saints dates from the 14th
century and is in the Church of England
diocese of Bath and Wells.

In the 15th century John Stafford was the
rector of Farmborough. In May 1443, Pope
Eugene IV made him Archbishop of
Canterbury, a position he held until his
death.

4 - Church of England Primary School

Church of England VC Primary School was
built in 1857.

Author Dick King-Smith once taught at the
school. He is best known for the 1983 novel
"The Sheep-Pig" which was adapted as the
movie Babe in 1995.

5 - Recreation Ground, Pavilion and MUGA
Donated to
the village
from the
Miners fund.

6 - Conygre Brook

Peadl .

The stream
and the
side railings
along its
length as it
follows The
Street.

7 - The Butcher's Arms, public house.

. : An essential
hub for
social
activities
and safe to
walk to.

Now a domestic
property, The
Old Bell was the
last coaching
inn between
Bath and Wells

11 - Molliers / Glebe Field / "The Church
Field"

Known by many names but a field of high
scenic value owned by the Diocese of Bath &
Wells within the centre of the village
adjoining the Church Car Park and backing
on to the Rectory.

A source of recreation for many walkers,
with or without dogs and horse riders. T*his
field contains the Children's Play Area.

Trees in Molliers
Two ancient trees
stand proud
within this field
and are a
distinctive part of
the scene and
outlook from the
Church Car Park
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12 - Old farm houses along The Street
Streets Farm and lvy Farm, now domestic
properties they typify the heritage character
of the built form along The Street in natural
Somerset Lias stone walls with red clay roof
tiles, designs that relate to the Hunstrete
Estate.

13 - Rudges, a parcel of land between Old
Lane and Conygre Brook.

This field contributed to the open feel of the
village. Having gained planning permission
for 12 properties on the highest and most
dominant part of the land, the remaining
'blue lined' open section of this field must
stay open and not developed.

14 - The old Methodist Hall, The Mead
Now a house conversion but retaining many
original external features

15 - Tilley Farm

The UK head quarters of the animal
handling/therapy technique the "Tellington
Touch" ("T-touch"). Owned and run by Sarah
Fisher and her actor husband Tony Head.

16 - Land at Church Lane

A small parcel of land adjacent to 1 Church
Lane, which provides an open aspect to this
otherwise narrow access to the Church. This
parcel was subject to a planning application
in 2010, which was refused, on appeal, on
the grounds of "the effect of the proposed
development on the character and
appearance of the surrounding area".

17 - Stone Roman coffin

Located in the Churchyard. The

empty sarcophagus was found in a field near
Castle Farm where, fed by a natural spring, it
was used in the yard as a drinking trough for
cattle. It was brought to the church shortly
before Castle Farm was sold.

18 - The telephone box on The Green.

Water fountains

A disused water

5 'fountain' from

= early 20th century
located in The
Street.

Ornate Lions Head
fountains located at
Crossways (outside
the row of cottages
= at Kingwell) and one
at Hobbs Wall in the
garden of the Old Wagon and Horses Off
licence.

The village contains the following Listed
Buildings:

Conygre House
The Hollies
Richmond House
Streets Farm

The Manor House
Brooklyn Cottage

Manor Farm

version 01 (10 July 2014)

Page 4




The asset categories are:

Social and communal value

Are there assets of importance to the local community? The asset(s) may be a source of civic
pride for the community or a place that contributes to the “collective memory” of that
area?

Heritage value
Are there assets that reflect the traditional functional character or former uses in the
village?

Architectural interest

Are there assets that may be of a high-quality representation of a particular architectural
style or type, an individually distinctive form of architecture or are there assets that
demonstrate artistic interest?

Associations
Are there assets with a historical association with the village, with particular people, artists,
writers, or other media, or events in history?

Aesthetic value
Are there assets which have intrinsic design value relating to local styles, materials or any
other distinctive local characteristics?

Landmark Quality

Are there assets with a visual prominence? Assets with landmark quality are normally
aesthetically attractive and dominate the street scene or an important view/vista. Assets
with landmark quality are normally geographical or cultural orientation points.

Archaeological Interest
Are there any assets of archaeological interest?

Geological Interest
Are there any geological landforms of interest?

Scenic quality

Are there assets that appeal primarily to the visual senses?

Conservation

Are there any important flora or fauna assets which should be protected or noted?
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