Joint Spatial Strategy

Comments from Farmborough Parish Council

The present day name for the village of Farmborough is a complete disguise for its ancient
name as the spelling has succumbed to many changes throughout its history. The first
mention of the place and earliest spelling, “Fearenbergas”, is found in an Anglo-Saxon
Charter of 901AD. In the Doomsday Book it appears as “Ferenberge”, a name probably
derived from the Anglo-Saxon word for a stronghold which is supported and suggests that
the Barrow Hill area at the western extremity of the village was a main defence point.

Agriculture and coal mining provided the main employment for the local population. The
mining industry which had a huge effect on village life dates from the 1700‘'s. Two coal pits
existed in Farmborough and both were said to be spectacular failures. The last of the
Somerset coalfields closed in the 1970’s.

Farmborough consists of a central village core and two satellite settlements within the Parish
Boundary.

Farmborough, with its various thriving businesses, farms, shops and public houses was self
sufficient and an important part of the local economy. But with most businesses relocated
and the shops having closed it has become a commuter village for Bath and Bristol and a
Parish with few facilities.

In 2013 a village survey was conducted to determine residents opinion on numerous aspects
of life within the village. The survey received a 60% response rate.

The survey found that 80% of the residents had lived in the village for 5 or more years and
86% were owner occupiers. The majority indicated they principally travel by car for shopping,
medical services, to work, to school, and for social events. Half the houses have two or more
cars. Only 10% go to work by walking, cycling or by bus. and only 12% regularly use the bus
services.

The survey respondents were split on whether more housing would be needed in the village
but the preference was for first time buyers.

Since this survey B&NES has published the approved Local Plan. The Plan, which runs to
2019, designates Farmborough as an RA2 Policy village. The policy indicates that this would
require the approval of some 10 - 15 new dwellings. Since 2013 the village has had 83 new
dwellings approved, with the possibility of more within the Housing Development Boundary.

Some developments within the village have resulted in the loss of employment opportunities
through change of use conversions to dwellings.

The Rural Facilities Audit 2015 indicates that the following places of employment exist within
the village:

Al class - a hairdressers, a cafe and two pubs
B class - two garages
C class - three Bed & Breakfasts

There are also a number of family run farms.

The 2011 census shows a population of 1035 with 561 in employment, these few businesses
provide little employment opportunities for the working population who have to travel outside
the village for work.

As it stands within the village Housing Development Boundary there only remains three
small green areas which have not been built upon. Outside the HDB the village is
surrounded by Green Belt land which contains the two satellite settlements. The village



survey results indicate the Green Belt is considered very important to the residents and a
key reason why many who have moved to the village make that decision.

Having had approved far more new dwellings (of inappropriate design and out of character
materials) than expected for a village of its size and policy designation; Farmborough
considers that, for the duration of the BaNES Local Plan and beyond, it should not be
expected to weather any more. Furthermore the Green Belt land that surrounds the village
needs special protection to prevent an unsustainable expansion of the village.

The new developments always argue that they are sustainable however the end result is just
more people driving to work. Any development into the far future should first consider
delivering facilities for the village to create a more sustainable community before further
dwellings. Facilities that provide employment opportunities and access to retail and medical
services and reduce the requirements for the use of the car. Without this the village is in
danger of developing into one large commuter housing estate.

The last green areas that remain within the HDB should be considered sacrosanct to prevent
the village core becoming endless housing developments. In decades to come, if the Green
Belt argument is lost, and the village inevitably expands outwards some green spaces will be
required as a 'lung’ within an otherwise urban space.

Text as agreed at the Parish Council meeting on 12 January 2016.



