FARMBOROUGH CHARACTER ASSESSMENTS Dec 2013

FARMBOROUGH

The first mention of the village of Farmborough is found in an Anglo-Saxon Charter of 901AD where
it is referred to as “Fearenbergas”. In the Doomsday Book it appears as “Ferenberge®, a name
probably derived from the Anglo-Saxon word for a stronghold.

The village formed part of the Hunstrete Estate which has a long lineage from King Athelstan in
963AD to the Popham family who built Farmborough’s Manor House in 1667.

Character Summary

The main settlement area of Farmborough village is located within the confines of a valley that has
the Conygre Brook running along its length. The wider Parish, consisting of a number of smaller
hamlets, sits on the surrounding hills. The main settlement area is within the defined housing
boundary, outside this boundary the land is all designated as Green Belt land.

e Principally a rural settlement surrounded by farmland.

e Lias stone building materials dominate the character of the main village and define what is
Farmborough.

e Two further building styles have emerged from modern developments.

¢ The Street mainly follows the Conygre Brook through the heart of the village and gives
Farmborough its traditional core.

Landscape Description

The landscape surrounding the main village varies from the open Marksbury Plain dotted with
woods to the north and The Sleight hill to the south. The valley to the east along the Conygre Brook
consists of grazing farmland along its sides with trees and woods. To the west the landscape is
dominated by Blackberry Hill.

The landscape is dominated by a mixture of grazing and arable farmland on irregular shaped fields
with natural hedgerow boundaries.

Beyond the main A39 and Timsbury Road, lanes of varying widths and tracks of varying condition
provide the route ways across the area.
Key Views and Landmarks

e Views to The Sleight hill in the south from
various points within the village (figure 1).

¢ Views east to Farmborough Common with its
distinctive tree on the top and further along the valley
to the hills of Bath in the distance.

e Views west to Blackberry Hill.
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Figure 1: View south to The Sleight

e The Three Peaks Walk above the village to
the north provides wide views into the village.

e The tower of the Parish Church is glimpsed
from numerous aspects within the village
(figure 2).

Figure 2: Glimpsed view of the Parish Church
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Sense of Place

The Parish is rural in nature with its close
connection to the area's farmland and the Green
Belt that surrounds the traditional core.

The village and its hamlets benefit in places from
far reaching views to the surrounding hills. The
hills themselves are accessible by public
footpaths which provide views of the village
below.

The village's traditional properties and many
newer builds benefit from extensive gardens
delivering an open feel to the village core (figure
3). Figure 3: Traditional village core from the Church Tower

The village benefits from some very individual trees growing within its core and the fields nearby.
A sense of tranquillity is apparent.

Character Areas

The main settlement area has been assessed in five character areas identified as:
FAR A - The traditional core along The Street (including the Parish Church)

FAR B - Manor Gardens, Rectory Close, Brookside Drive (including the Village School)
FAR C - The Mead & Tilley Close (including the Village Hall & local Pub)

FAR D - Bellifants, Bridge Gardens & the eastern end of The Street

FAR E - Bath Road & Old Lane
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Figure 4: Character Assessment Map
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Buildings and Details

The main settlement area is characterised by the
traditional Lias stone buildings along the length of
The Street, some with historical interest, others
fine examples of the vernacular.

The post war developments and individual in-fill
dwellings lack the characteristics of the traditional
village. This has lead to a further two property
styles emerging.

Figure 5: Lias stone buildings

Main building characters & styles:
e Historic and listed buildings.

e Traditional Lias stone buildings with either
stone mullion or stone arch windows FAR A, FAR
D & FAR E (figure 5).

Fi 6: Whit der buildi ith Lias stone detaili : , - ,
lgure Ite render bullding wi las stone detalling o Whlte palnted render bUIIdIngS Wlth
Lias stone detailing on corners and porches at western end of the village FAR B (figure 6).

e Painted render and/or pebble-dash buildings at the eastern end of the village FAR C (figure
2).

e Low stone capped boundary walls.

e Dark brown coloured Double Roman and slate roof tiles dominate.

Positive Features and Special Qualities

The traditional Lias stone building design defines Farmborough. The distinctive features e.g. building
materials, style of houses, stone boundary walls etc., the general tidiness and cleanliness along with
the peace & quiet are key to the village character.

The Parish Church provides a significant focal point to the village lay out.
The surrounding Green Belt dominated by farmland provides a rural setting for the village.

Negative Features and Detracting Elements

A number of individual buildings and newer 'estates' have been developed that have not continued
the dominant characters of the area.

The village lacks a distinctive centre in the form of a 'village green'.

Few 'open spaces' remain within the village core.

Looking ahead - Conserve, Enhance, Create

The village demographic is varied with a vibrant school, church and other community activities; the
village and its surrounding hamlets currently retain their rural character.
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In order to maintain a thriving village community (rather than a dormitory commuter hub) future
development should not be to the detriment of the village character and aim to protect the views and

"sense of tranquillity".

The dominant characters that define the village should be considered with regard to any new builds
within the housing boundary.

The undesignated open spaces (including fields, gardens, etc.) define the openness of the village
and will need to be conserved to protect the sense of tranquillity.



