INFORMATION LEAFLET No. 602

WHEELED SPORTS

Skateboarding, rollerblading and inline skating are becoming increasingly popular pastimes for young
people but lack of specialist facilities mean that many resort to practising in streets, car parks and other
public places. Safety of both the skaters and the general public can then become a cause for concern in
communities.

This Information Leaflet has been produced for those Parish Councils and community groups who may
be considering the possibility of providing some type of local facility, but feel daunted by the task, or
quite simply feel unqualified by not knowing enough about the pastime.

Providing a skateboard/rollerblade facility need not be daunting, nor need it prove excessively costly.
Yes, you can spend a lot of money, if you wish, and the enthusiasm and finance is there. Remember that
the start point is about providing the young people with an alternative to the street or car park where
they have probably done a good job of improvisation!

As with all projects the ultimate success lies in the planning process. Before embarking, address the all
important question - Does your community need a wheeled sports area?

If the young people want one we believe the answer is 'yes' - albeit that there may be other older
members within the community who think otherwise!

So how to go about assessing the need, determining what should be provided, where to locate it, and
how to finance it.

What follows is a step by step guide to help you address these questions and concludes with a suggested
action plan.

Do the young people want the facility?

o Talkto them and find out what they want - they are more likely to use it if it reflects their ideas!
¢ Involve them in the project, and perhaps get them to form a 'committee’ to work with adults.

What type of facility should it be?

This needs very careful consideration. Pieces of equipment such as half pipes are large units which lend
themselves to ‘competition standard ' tricks. They also occupy a lot of space and are expensive.
Additionally, they may act as an attraction to those outside the community to come in and use the
facility. The Association believes that this type of equipment is more suited to the large community or
where two or three neighbouring villages may be pooling resources on a single joint venture project.

The Association would recommend considering what can be termed a 'street course’; facilities which set
out to simulate obstacles such as steps, kerbs, rails, seats, etc. found on the streets and squares. The
equipment is smaller, and easier to move if relocation is necessary at some later date, but can provide a
stimulating environment for expert and beginner alike. Pieces such as quarter pipes, fun boxes, flat
banks, grind rails, girder rails, indestructible seats, driveways, launch ramps and mini spires (see, you
are learning the language already!) can be incorporated into the design.
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What type of site will we need?
You will need a hard surface - 'street course' equipment can be located on an area of smooth tarmac.

The area need not be large - 9m x 9m (30ft x 30ft) can be sufficient space to create a good facility for the
young people of a small community.

Is there a suitable site?

e Who owns the site and are they willing to let you use it?

e Check with the local authority's planning department - you may require planning permission.

e Noise levels could also be a problem if there are people living nearby - check with the
environmental health department.

o If the visual appearance is likely to be a cause for concern it may be necessary to do some
landscaping, but as with children’s playgrounds ensure that the installation is not hidden away.

The following are important considerations in deciding on location of site:

e The area should be clearly separated from traditional play equipment.

e The area should be large enough for the purpose for which it is intended.

e There should be good safe access for bikes, roller skates, pedestrians and vehicular transport (where
appropriate).

e There should be a buffer zone between the area and surrounding houses. This is likely to need to be
a minimum of 30m (100ft) and ideally more.

e It should be sited away from trees (leaves on the surface can be hazardous to skaters as well as
trains!)

e Itis essential that public service emergency vehicles (ambulances, etc,) can get easy access.

e The location of other facilities such as a public phone box and toilets. Less likely in rural areas than
urban environments these days.

Do you have the support of the community?

e Some residents will probably be concerned about having such a facility in their community,
particularly if they live close by - let them know that you are considering the possible problems and
looking for ways to avoid them.

e Tryto involve members of the older community.

How will you fund the project?

Do you have any funds available for the project?

Can you obtain sponsorship from local businesses?

Plan a fundraising strategy.

Ask about grants from your local authority.

Is there anyone willing to donate 'in kind' - a local contractor for site work, etc?

Action Plan

Once you have decided to proceed with the project you should begin by developing an action plan. This
will help to clarify your thoughts, decide the order in which to do things and also how to allocate the
tasks to members of the committee cum working group. Try to make use of any skills and knowledge of
the members, especially the youth when it comes to planning and laying out the site. You should also
consider how you can optimise on costs - can you, or more particularly a young persons’ volunteer
group do any of the preliminary work (clearing the site, etc)?
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Suggested Action Plan

1 Establish a management committee
2. Agree the structure of the committee, a constitution, and open bank accounts (if required).
3. If you are going to lease the site, obtain written permission for the use of the site from the owner

and details of any rent that will be charged.

4. Inform the community of your intentions.

5. Consult the Local Authority's planning and environmental health departments.
6. Contact suppliers and obtain quotes.

7. Begin fundraising

8. Plan a realistic timetable for the project.

A Word of Caution

Wheeled sports facilities are specialist items and all wheeled sports have a higher element of risk than
other forms of play. Self build therefore is not to be encouraged, and should only be undertaken by
those with the relevant skills and knowledge. Whilst efforts of young people to build ramps and the like
is laudable, it does open up the potential for serious injury to occur.

Standards

European industry standards require that all manufacturers and suppliers of wheeled sports equipment
for use in public environments should design and construct apparatus in accordance with laid down
guidelines. So when choosing a supplier it is advisable to check that the equipment chosen is EN
14974 compliant. All reputable manufacturers and suppliers have adopted the industry’s European
Standard — reference to the Association of Play Industries website (www.api-play.org) will help
identify manufacturers/suppliers of skate park apparatus.

We would also advise prospective purchasers to ensure that the contract for any new installation is
subject to a “post installation safety check” by a reputable independent inspection agency of their
choosing, such that handover and completion payment is dependant upon satisfactory inspection
results. Where a contract is subject to stage payments it is advisable for the final payment to be at
least 20% of the contract value to ensure a good leverage position is obtained in the event of any
problems occurring.

The Association can help and advise on a choice of safety inspection agency, but in any event would
recommend one which uses inspectors holding the Association of Playground Inspectors International
(APII) certification.

The Future

Once you have decided to go ahead with the project you will also need to consider who will be
responsible for the general management of the site. It may be that an existing group (Parish Council,
village hall, playing field or playground committee, etc.) will be willing to take responsibility for the
management once the facility is up and running, otherwise the original group will need to ensure that
they are in a position to do so.

Whoever takes over responsibility for managing the area will need to put in place arrangements for:
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e public liability insurance (where managed by a Parish Council, playing field, playground or village
hall group it should be possible to extend existing insurance cover for an add on fee).

e aregime of regular inspections including an annual safety inspection and periodic risk assessment

e aprogramme for carrying out repairs and maintenance

A Word or two on safety.

The best designed and built wheeled sports areas are, by their very nature bound to be medium to high
risk sites. Much of this risk stems from the way in which the young people use the facilities. The most
common cause of accident is through people attempting "tricks", the skills for which they are lacking.
Every encouragement should be given for those more experienced members of the user group to train
and supervise the less experienced. In this context it should be remembered that age and experience
need not be synonymous so careful regard should also be given to peer group status as it is perceived
within the user group overall.

It is important that users should wear appropriate protective gear. This should include a helmet to
BSEN1078 standard, plus wrist, elbow and knee protection. Clothing should not allow the exposure of
bare skin body parts. The vast majority of young people will recognise the common sense of this and
few will be foolhardy enough not to comply with protocol. However, when it comes to inspection of
personal equipment for wear and tear, some may not be quite so fastidious. Some encouragement in this
direction may not go amiss.

Good signage can be a way of delivering safety messages as well as warning the unwary of the potential
dangers when entering the site. Also don't forget to put up a sign which gives information on where the
nearest public phone is located, who to report faults/damage to equipment/site to, and who accidents
should be reported to.

Remember!

e This could be a time-consuming project so be prepared - time spent on planning and preparation can
save time later.

e Try to anticipate the pitfalls and be prepared to deal with them.

e Seek advice and help - contact others who have carried out similar projects.

The Somerset Playing Fields' Association is pleased to acknowledge the invaluable assistance
provided by Cheshire Community Council, Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association, NPFA and
RoSPA in the origination of material for this Information Leaflet. Whilst every care has been
taken in its production the SPFA cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies, or be held
liable for advice given.

Somerset Playing Fields Association, Victoria House, Victoria Street, Taunton, Somerset TA1 3JZ
Email: somerset@cpfas.org.uk Tel: 08456 — 523312

Charity No. 304699
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